The microbial DNA cycle in soil.
Upon microbial cell death and lysis in soil, the free or naked DNA is exposed to the dynamic environment of the soil. The DNA can be enzymatically degraded by nucleases (DNases), bind to soil components, genetically transform competent bacterial cells and be a nutrient for other microorganisms. In this article we discuss the dual role of DNA as genetic material and as a nutrient source in the soil environment.